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                                                    Foreword

My 2013 New Year’s resolution went into effect  December 31, 2012.  

Theater friends read or heard that I had completed three volumes of collage photographs of every
production under my artistic direction from the founding of Caldwell Playhouse in December
1975 to my retirement from Caldwell Theatre Company in May 2009.   This massive effort took
several years to complete.  I gave one of the three-volume sets to Patricia Burdett, who had been
my right arm as Jill-of-all-Trades for 33 of those 34 years, and kept one set for myself, hoping
someday to find a library or historical society that will keep them as archival records of cultural,
theatrical life in Boca Raton, Florida, during the last twenty-five years of the 20  Century andth

first nine years of the 21 .    st

My friends wanted copies, too.  I couldn’t reproduce those collage books on a large scale.  Each
page contained six to ten pictures of a single production, and the ink alone cost a fortune.  I
wondered if I could put together a smaller version, limiting entire seasons to one or two pages,
keeping ink and paper costs as low as possible even though I’d no doubt print as many as fifty
completed books.  

I began the effort on the last day of 2012 and resolved to do one season a day during January and
February of 2013.  Resolution kept.  Pages completed.  But the printing and collating took a
longer time than the creation!

Besides walking around my dining room table a hundred times putting the books together, the
selection of photos was the most difficult challenge of the project.  Choosing photos to include
meant I had to exclude others.  I didn’t always have photos of some of the characters because we
didn’t have complete photo shoots or because the pictures extant were inferior or flawed.   For
example, our adventurous 1977 production of Noel Coward’s three-play trilogy Tonight at 8:30
must have been so time-consuming we never scheduled a photo call.  Only a single photo of one
of the three plays exists.  

Nevertheless, I did the best I could.  This is a picture book and doesn’t include the names of the
players.  Hopefully you remember the names of your fellow actors.  If you don’t, email me and
I’ll try to put names to faces.  Besides, this effort is not meant for public consumption, only for
those of you who have requested a personal record of Caldwell history.

The long list of photographers is included in the index, but most of the color photos from years
1978 to 1999 are the excellent work of Frank Bennett’s daughter Linda Bannister and her
Bannister Creations, Fort Lauderdale.

Caldwell Theatre Company vanished in 2012 but its first thirty four years,
1975 to 2009, are recorded here.  I am proud that you were a part of them. 
     

              
Michael Hall
1970's, wearing a printed quiana shirt, wide belt, long hair
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The Theatre on Campus
at the College of Boca Raton

College president Dr. Donald Ross and Rubbermaid founder
James R. Caldwell on campus.  In the background, the
auditorium/theater.  Above, the entrance to the theater.  The
lobby is just inside, the theater itself to the left.

Left:   Michael Hall and
Madeleine Caldwell on
campus.

Right:   Broadway star and
TV hostess Julia Meade
poses for an Opening
Night picture with board
members and
administrators of the
College of Boca Raton,
December 1975.

Left:   Prior to the opening, when construction
of the add-on stage was complete, presidential
hopeful Ronald Reagan was the first
performer on our stage.  He sought the 1976
presidential nomination.  
                                                                           
Right:   Barbara Bradshaw and Tom Lantzy in
The Star-Spangled Girl, the Neil Simon play
that opened the Caldwell Playhouse.
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                                                                                                   1975 - 1976
The Star- Spangled Girl

    Little Women
    Where’s Charley?

 See How They Run

Ring Round the
Moon
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South Pacific
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1976 - 1977

Man of La Mancha
                                                                                 
                                           Tonight at 8:30

The Night of the Iguana

                        

The Hasty Heart
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             1977 - 1978

Candida

The Cave Dwellers
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The Philadelphia
Story            

 
A Shot
in the Dark

The Rainmaker
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The Caldwell Theatre Company Picture Book has many more pages.  If you would like to see
photographs through 2009, please email me at mphdirector@bellsouth.net and I will send you
the complete PDF.

mailto:mphdirector@bellsouth.net
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